SRIKARASIKRARAM 

(Collection of Lyrics in Telugu) 

by 

Dr.J.BapuReddy 



First Edition: July 1985 

Second Enlarged Edition : March 1 993 

Third Enlarged Edition : May 2002 



Author 



Price :Rs. 1007- 
US$10 



Copies available at : 
Visalandra Publishing House 

Vignan Bhavan, 
Bank Street, 
Hyderabad. 



Published by : 
Jubilee Publications 

Plot 10, RoadS, 

Jubilee Hills, 

Hyderabad - 500 033 A.R - INDIA 



Designed & Printed at : 
Swamy Offset printers, 

Vijayawada-2. 



(Book Released by Shri P. Krishniah, IAS Executive Officer TTD at a special 
function presided over by Prof. Ravaa Srihari, V.C., Dravidian University, Kuppam) 






16-5-2002 




* * * 




&&> 



CO 



w 


















/f^lp 














& 















So 



















CM 
















Lilting Lyricist 

- Amerendra 

In this latest collection of his poems, Dr. J. Bapu 
Reddy has sought to give expression to profound feelings 
of devotion with intensity of feeling and clarity of vision. 
Emotional integrity is the hall mark of devotional poetry 
and we have its unmistakable ring in all his poems, which 
display lyrical grace and charm of vivid imagery. 

Many of the lyrics are addressed to Lord 
Venkateswara, the favourite God of the poet. In varying 
moods of supplication, quest, enquiry, elation and ecstay 
the poet offers tender flower of devotion at the Lord's 
feet. 

"My head is Tirumula 
And you are its Lord 

You are its refuge 11 he exclaims and implores Him 
to come down from the din and bustle of the seven hills 
and reside in the silent sanctuary of his heart. He 
identifies Lord Venkateswara with the Truth and Love 
that transcend birth and death and establishes with it an 
intimate bond of kinship Which snaps never. 

In an interesting poem he describes himself as the 
darling child of three mothers and fervently invokes the 
gracious benedictions of Wisdom, Truth and Prosperity, 



In another Poem addressed to Lord Narasimha of 
Simhachalam, the poet portrays him as the light of 
wisdom splitting and emerging from the petrified pillar of 
ignorance. When the ray of illumination flashes forth all 
shades of darkness flee and when the Sun questions 
where darkness is, the poet searches for it in vain, a 
symbolic lyric addressed to the Sun. 

The lyric "Song of Light" affirms the poet's faith in 
the divinity of humanity and the humanity of divinity. He 
is convinced of the presence of an onlooker who is 
behind the world of the eye and the ear. 

A new creative orientation is given to ancient mythis 
to fortify the communicative force of aesthetic experi- 
ence. 

My fancies are Copies, 
In the pool of light 
They entreat in nakedness, 
The enchanting smile, 
of the ravisher of souls 

He says in the opening song, Invoking the grace of 
Rama of Bhadrachala, the poet movingly remarks, "Your 
abode is on the bank of Godavari of my agonies" and 
prays to the Lord to ferry him across. In a lyric on 
Ranganatha, the poet portrays the immanent nature of 
divinity peeping through the painted veil of life. He feels 



its presence in every blosslming flower, swaying wave, 
fanning breeze. 

Though the poet addresses many of his lyrics to the 
deities of the Hindu Pantheon, there is no narrow 
sectrarian feeling in the poetry. He celebrates the univer- 
sal aspects of truth, love and beauty, which strike a 
responsive chord in all hearts. The absolute and all 
pervasive aspects of god are stressed in some lyrics in this 
collection which embodies the vision and wisdom which 
seeks to blend monism and dualism. The spiritual Quest 
is linked with the creative urge of the poet who dreams 
as long as he breathes. For him poetry, in the words of 
Ezra pound, is a ceaseless voyage from half-covered 
blindness to naked light. He asserts paradoxically that we 
gain when we set out to seek, that we taste fulfillment 
when we begin to yearn for an ideal, With an almost 
Socratic ring, the poet exclaims "1 know only one thing 
That I know not of one thing", reminding us of Omar 
Khayyam who uttered in dismay : "There is a door for 
which I found no key/there is a veil past which I could not 
see". 

This collection of poems manifests the spiritual 
aspect of Dr. J. Bapu Reddy who hitherto made a mark 
as a poet of love and progressive ideology. With com- 
mendable courage of conviction the poet boldly declares 



his faith in god in these days of rampant skepticism and 
fashionable rationalism. There is freshness, warmth and 
in his feeling-tone which is very rarely found in philo- 
sophical verse that tends to be vague and dull. As aptly 
remarked by John Keats "Axioms of philosophy must be 
proved upon our pulse". Poet Bapu Reddy has streered 
clear of dully abstractions which mar spiritual poetry. 
With intensity and integrity he has animated his lines. 
There are passages that provide proof of his maturity. 
The questing spirit of the poet does not let him rest on his 
oars. He is ever on the move seeking "fresh woods and 
pastures new". It is really surprising and landuable that a 
very busy Administrative Officer, J. Bapu Reddy, finds 
time to remain an unwearied votary at the shrine of the 
Muse and regards poetry not as a pleasant pastime but an 
avenue of fulfilment for life's sublime aspirations and 
invisible yearnings. The lyrics collected in this volume 
hold forth a brght promise of a higher achievement in the 
realm of spiritual poetry pioneered by Annamacharya 
and enriched by Tyagaraja. Bapu Reddy is endowed with 
imagination, intuition and introspection along with the 
art that can transform the heat of passion into the light 
of illumintion that can "convert a point into a line". 
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